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Expectations from the workshop 
The International synergy meeting 2016 will

provide a platform for the halophyte

bioenergy research on a global context and

will bring together world-renowned

professionals from academia, policy makers

and industrialists.

Plenary lectures, seminars and poster

presentations will provide the latest

information on promising sustainable

technologies and bioenergy applications with

special insights into development of salt

resistance energy feedstocks.

For further information: 

Institute of Sustainable Halophyte Utilization, 

University of Karachi, Karachi- 75270, Pakistan

Phone: (9221) 3218943440, Fax: (9221)99261032

Email:bilqueesgul@uok.edu.pk

Webpage: www.halophyte.org

University of Karachi
A public university located in Karachi, Sindh, it

is one of the largest universities in Pakistan with

about 25,000 full-time students. University of

Karachi has a distinguished reputation with

multi-disciplinary research in science and

technology, pharmaceutical research, and

social sciences. The university houses over 53

Departments and 17 world-class research
institutes and centers.

ISHU
The Institute of Sustainable Halophyte

Utilization (ISHU) came into being on January

20, 2006 with support from University of Karachi

and Higher Education Commission of Pakistan.

The aim was to explore the potential of

halophytes by developing the capability for

comprehensive capability for analyzing,

monitoring and predicting salt tolerance

mechanisms of halophytes using eco-

physiological, biochemical ad molecular studies

for the benefit of mankind.

Karachi – A Megacity
Karachi at the southern edge of Pakistan,

is the financial and cultural capital of the

country, with a rich history. It has

witnessed the golden Mughal era and the

British supremacy, and has evolved

through the struggle of independence to

the major financial hub that it is today.

Karachi is an ethnically and culturally

diverse city with a fast paced life style.
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The 1st International Conference on bioenergy

aims to bring together leading academic

scientists, researchers, UN organizations,

public and private national and international

organization, industries and policy makers to

exchange and share their experiences and

ideas about all aspects of bioenergy and

discuss the practical challenges encountered

and solutions adopted in this field.

Plants are rich energy sources and can be

converted to various forms of biofuel. Maize,

sugar cane, sorghum, corn and edible

feedstocks are considered to be rich sources

of biofuel. However, using food crops for fuel

production is not a viable option. On the other

hand, a number of halophytes can be

processed for biofuel production. Industrial

biomass can be obtained from a number of

salt resistant plants which naturally grow

under saline conditions.

Global warming is a major threat for crop

productivity and food security worldwide.

Hence, the focus of industrial sector has

shifted towards renewable bioenergy sources.

The main challenge for global economies is

the implementation of policies for sustainable

development for bioenergy production. There

is a need to strengthen the scientific

capacities to meet these emerging challenges.

Along these lines, the above-mentioned

conference has been planned to gather stake

holders – industrialists and halophyte

biologists to present research progress and,

future directions towards integrated action for

sustainable biofuel production.

Objectives:
1.To discuss in general the use of

halophytes for biofuel production, it’s

potential and limits.

2.To facilitate research to determine the

efficacy of the ideas for floating mangrove

as biofuel.

3.Bring together academia, stakeholders,

government agencies, UN agencies,

development banks and private sector to

develop a collaborative program.

4.To promote the idea of floating

mangroves.

Key Themes:
1.Significance of saline ecosystem to

achieve SDG.

2.Contribution of other halophytes to be as

fuel crop.

3.Relevance of this idea to respective Asian

and African countries.

4.Needed joint research and development.

5.Identify potential funding sources for a

scientific project.

Who should attend: 
• Academic and research institutions.

• Intergovernmental Organizations.

• Government and Non-Government 

Organizations.

• Public and Private R&D.

• Industrial Sector are encouraged to 

attend.


